Guide to properly dispose of e-waste
Techni+Contact Canada

Electronic waste (e-waste) includes unwanted electronic equipment, such as smart devices and used cables, as well as batteries and fluorescent lights (including compact fluorescent lights). Electronic equipment contains toxins such as mercury, lead, cadmium, beryllium and arsenic. E-waste, if not managed properly, can be harmful to human health and to the environment. Fluorescent lights, for example, contain mercury and cannot be disposed of in regular garbage.
Additionally, the parts that make up your electronics, such as steel, glass, copper, aluminum, iron, plastics and precious metals, can be recovered and made into new products. Consider donating or selling your electronic item instead of disposing of it in your garbage. 

To properly dispose of electronic devices in Canada, follow these steps:
1. Sanitize Your Device: Before disposal, ensure all personal data is erased. This can be done by wiping hard drives, clearing the trash, and overwriting data with new files. 
2. Remove Batteries: Take out all batteries from devices before recycling or disposal. Batteries can be safely recycled with the appropriate recycling organisation. To locate a drop-off location: Recycle My Battery – Enter your location below to find the closest place to recycle your batteries.
3. Check for Manufacturer Programs: Many electronics manufacturers offer take-back programs for recycling. Check their websites for specific programs. 
4. Use Municipal Programs: Many municipalities in Canada have e-waste collection programs. Check with your local municipality for drop-off locations. 
5. Donate or Sell: Consider donating or selling your old devices instead of throwing them away. This can help reduce e-waste and promote recycling.
6. End of life disposal: As a last resort, contact a local certified responsible e-waste recycler. Electronic Products Recycling Association operates regulated recycling programs in nine provinces across Canada. The EPRA is an industry-led, not-for-profit organization that operates regulated recycling programs across Canada. We ensure that end-of-life electronics are handled in a safe, secure and environmentally-sound manner. To find out more about electronics recycling near you and book a pick up: Electronics Recycling For Businesses & Home - Recycle My Electronics
By following these steps, you can ensure that your electronic devices are disposed of responsibly and in an environmentally friendly manner. 
Don’t hesitate to contact us for any assistance or guidance for disposing of your e-waste: www.technicontact.com, toll free 1-866-320-9451
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